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TEXT:  2 Kings 11:1-3, 12-18 
THEME:  GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES 

1. An Attack Against God’s Promise 
2. God Raised Up a Heroine to Keep His Promise 

 

When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she 
proceeded to destroy the whole royal family.  But Jehosheba, the 
daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash son of 
Ahaziah and stole him away from among the royal princes, who were 
about to be murdered.  She put him and his nurse in a bedroom to hide 
him from Athaliah; so he was not killed.  He remained hidden with his 
nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while Athaliah ruled the 
land.  … 
 
Jehoiada brought out the king's son and put the crown on him; he 
presented him with a copy of the covenant and proclaimed him king.  
They anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted, 
"Long live the king!"  
 
When Athaliah heard the noise made by the guards and the people, she 
went to the people at the temple of the LORD.  She looked and there was 
the king, standing by the pillar, as the custom was.  The officers and the 
trumpeters were beside the king, and all the people of the land were 
rejoicing and blowing trumpets.  Then Athaliah tore her robes and called 
out, "Treason! Treason!"  
 
Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders of units of a hundred, who 
were in charge of the troops:  "Bring her out between the ranks and put 
to the sword anyone who follows her."  For the priest had said, "She 
must not be put to death in the temple of the LORD."  So they seized her 
as she reached the place where the horses enter the palace grounds, 
and there she was put to death.    
 
Jehoiada then made a covenant between the LORD and the king and 
people that they would be the LORD's people.  He also made a covenant 
between the king and the people.  All the people of the land went to the 
temple of Baal and tore it down.  They smashed the altars and idols to 
pieces and killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the altars.  
 
Then Jehoiada the priest posted guards at the temple of the LORD.  
                  NIV84 
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Dear People of God: 
 
AN ATTACK AGAINST GOD’S PROMISE 
Most grandparents love their grandchildren.  They carry pictures of the little 
ones.  They brag about their achievements, no matter how insignificant:  the 
first tooth, the first word spoken, the first step.  Grandchildren are always 
advanced and exceptional in the eyes of grandparents.  They give expensive 
gifts to their grandchildren.  For most grandparents, there is no one more 
precious in the world than a grandchild.  I am sure that Laurie and I will be no 
different when we welcome our first grandchild this coming February. 
 
Athaliah was a different kind of grandmother.  She murdered her 
grandchildren.  When her son Ahaziah died and she saw an opportunity to 
seize the throne in Judah, Athaliah took steps to remove every rival that could 
contest her seizure of power.  The fact that those rivals happened to be her 
own grandchildren didn’t matter.  For a vicious woman like Athaliah, it was a 
no-brainer.  No matter how cute they were, the little ones had to die. 
 
Unfortunately, Athaliah’s destruction of the royal family was also a direct 
attack against God’s promise of a Savior.  The Savior was supposed to come 
from the line of David, and Athaliah’s grandchildren were of that line.  If all of 
them were wiped out, how could God keep his promise to send the Savior 
through David?  Perhaps there would be some obscure descendants of David 
alive somewhere because of Solomon’s many marriages, but who and where 
were they?  Athaliah wasn’t concerned about God’s promise of a Savior, of 
course.  She was only interested in the throne.  But to those whose eyes were 
focused on the royal family because of God’s promise to David, the 
destruction of that family was devastating. 
 
There’s an old saying that it’s always darkest just before the dawn.  Perhaps 
you’ve experienced that.  The money runs out.  You have nowhere to turn.  
Then a check arrives in the mail.  Your pain grows worse and worse.  The 
doctors are less than hopeful.  Then a new drug or cure is found.  Your loved 
one gets sick.  Death takes him or her.  Then you remember the resurrection. 
 
It’s hard to keep the faith when the deck seems stacked against you.  It’s hard 
to be hopeful when there’s no obvious basis for hope.  But in the words of 
Isaiah, “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save” (59:1).  This 
is what the disciples discovered after Jesus was crucified to pay for all of our 
sins.  When everything seemed lost and all hope gone, God granted a 
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stunning victory with Jesus’ resurrection.  Similarly, God’s faithful followers in 
Judah would soon see the light at the end of their dark tunnel. 
 
CUE_____—GOD RAISED UP A HEROINE 
We read in our text:  But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and sister 

of Ahaziah, took Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the 
royal princes, who were about to be murdered.  She put him and his nurse in a 
bedroom to hide him from Athaliah; so he was not killed.  He remained hidden 
with his nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while Athaliah ruled the 
land. 
 
The two women could not have been more opposite in character or religious faith.  Athaliah 
was wicked and self-centered, willing to kill her own grandchildren to become ruler of 
Judah.  She didn’t care about God’s promises.  Instead, she established a temple of Baal in 
the capital city of Judah, complete with altars and a high priest.  She didn’t mind that the 
worship of Baal included the sacrificing of babies.  Doesn’t that make you shudder with 
horror?  Yet that same thing is happening day after day after day in the hospitals and 
abortion clinics across our country because abortion is the law of our land.  Babies are 
sacrificed on the altar of selfishness.  That also should make us shudder with horror and 
spur us on to work to stop this idolatrous and sinful practice.  Athaliah’s sons had even 
broken into God’s temple and used its sacred objects in worshiping Baal (2 Chronicles 
24:7). 
 
Jehosheba, the half-sister of Athaliah, trusted in the true God.  She was married to 
Jehoiada, the high priest who served in God’s temple.  Entirely unselfishly, she risked her 
life to save an infant descendant of David, whose name was Joash.  She hid him from the 
murderous Athaliah first in a bedroom and then in the temple, where he was never found.   
 
Many years later Esther would save all her fellow Jews from extermination and keep the 
fulfillment of God’s promises possible.  Here it was Jehosheba who saved Joash, 
preserving the line of David and keeping the fulfillment of those same promises possible.  
Both of those heroines risked their lives so the Savior could come. 
 
As much as we admire what Jehosheba did, it was God who raised her up to do this.  God 
placed her into this position and motivated her to save this little child. 
 
God has also placed us into our positions in life with a multitude of opportunities to further 
his will.  We can work to save the unborn from the slaughterhouses of abortion.  We can 
defend those whose lives are being ruined by senseless gossip.  We can bring spiritual life 
to others by spreading the good news of God’s salvation near and far.  My friends, there is 
so much to do.  And we don’t even have to risk our lives like Esther and Jehosheba.  May 
God raise us up to be his heroes and heroines today!  Amen. 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
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Prayer of the Church—For Objective and Balanced Media Coverage 
 

Lord of the nations, what a privilege it is to live in a country that guarantees 
the right to freedom of speech and freedom of the press!  As our nation 
approaches another election, we pray that you would guide the media to 
responsible use of this freedom and the powerful influence it gives to 
journalists.  Bring balance and objectivity to the media’s coverage of both the 
issues and the candidates so that people are well informed about the choices 
they will make in the voting booth.  Thwart the plans of those in the media who 
have personal agendas, especially those who seek to suppress your Word of 
Truth.  And move those who know and understand the truth to speak 
courageously.   
 

—For the Youth of the Church 

Heavenly Father, as preparations are being made for the beginning of a new 
school year and young people are heading off to college, we come before you 
today and ask that you keep them in your care. 
 
Protect them from the perils and temptations common to youth.  Help them 
resist the pressure to engage in godless and immoral activity.  When they 
become confused, show them your way.  When they hurt, bind up their 
wounds.  When they fail, restore them according to your mercy and keep the 
cross of Christ before their eyes. 
 
Bless them with good friends, competent teachers, faithful ministers, caring 
parents, supportive homes, and life-enriching experiences.   
 
Be with our children as they continue to mature.  Teach them the value of 
honest labor and faithful stewardship.  Guide and direct them as they prepare 
for their life’s vocations.  Remind them that their highest joy is found in using 
talents and abilities in service to you. 
 
Continue to stir the hearts of young men and women to consider service in the 
Church’s ministry a great joy and an uncommon privilege.  Give us more 
faithful servants of your Word, who will adorn their office with godly lives.  This 
we pray, dear Father, in the holy name of your Son, Jesus, who taught us to 
pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 


